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“Health and Learning”

The Chariton Community School
Digtrict islocated in south central
lowa serving studentswho live in
Lucas County. Columbus Ele-
mentary serves kindergarten
through second grade students,
and Van Allen Elementary serves
upper elementary studentsin
grades three through five. From
2003-2006 both buildings parti-
cipated in Reading First with the
district covering the costs for
fourth and fifth grade teachers
from the district’s general funds.
~ by Fran McVeigh

The Reading First Grant

Our district [Chariton CSD] was
eligiblefor thisgrant because 37%
of the fourth grade students were
not achieving proficiency in
reading comprehens on according
to lowa Tests of Basic Skills. In

the state of lowa, 31 districts were
eligiblefor thefirst round of
Reading First grants. Fifteen of
those school districts were noted
as high priority dueto the poverty
levelsof the communities served,
including Chariton.

We have implemented a Compre-
hensive Reading Program (Com+-
prehensive Reading Program for
Kindergarten through Third
Grade, Appendix A, Application
for Local Reading Improvement
Grants Kindergarten through
Grade 3, lowa Department of
Education). A Comprehensive
Reading Program means a high-
quality reading program of class-
room instruction for al children
and intervention for children at
risk of reading difficulty or
failurethat;

e isbuilt on scientifically based
research;

* includesinstructional content
for thefive essential compo-
nents of reading instruction
(phonemic awareness, phonics,
vocabulary development, reading
fluency, and reading compre-
hension);

* includesexplicit instruction,
coordinated instructional
sequences, and ample teacher-
directed application, guided
practice, and independent
practice;

e includesinstructional content
that isaligned with grade level
standards and benchmarks;
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* usesinstructional materialsthat
arealigned with the five essen-
tial components of reading
instruction and grade level
standards, benchmarks, and
instructional goals;

* provides more than 90 minutes
of uninterrupted reading
instruction per day;

* includes screening and diagnostic
assessmentsfor identifying and
diagnosing individual student
instructional needs, and,

* includesclassroom-based assess-
ments for frequent, ongoing
monitoring of student progress.

The L eadership Team

The Leadership Team for the
Chariton Community School
District hasrepresentativesfrom
each gradelevel/area. The number
of meetings and amount of time
that the |eadership team has met
areincludedinthefollowing chart
which also lists the number of
sessions and total professional
development time each year. This
time does not include the weekly
gradeleve collaboration mesetings.
The goal of professional develop-
ment isto increase student reading
achievement by enabling and
ensuring theimplementation of
the Comprehensive Reading
Program which hasrequired an
enormous time commitment from
the staff and administrators.

Technical assistance and support
from the AEA 15 Reading
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Reading First - continued from page 1
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mance benchmarks met are both
indicators that our comprehensive Fran Mc\eigh is an AEA reading specialist. Questions or comments can
reading program and our students be directed to Alan R. Miller, Columbus Elementary principal at
have been successful. millera@aeal5.k12.ia.us.




